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Religion can to a certain degree help to overcome division. But
religion alone will not be enough. Global secular ethics are now more
important than the classical religions. We need a global ethics that can

accept both believers and non believer including atheists.
—The XIV Dalai Lama
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Preface

Treat the world as if it belongs to some one you care and love. |
have been deeply touched by the author’s source of inspiration that
resulted in this wonderful outcome: Dharmo ka Dharmsankat.

The author sees that the religion being practiced is often
misunderstood and misused. This book is an honest effort of the
author to convey the significance of religion and its dimensions for
the people of all walks of life. The author’s message is for all
humankind and not specifically to any followers of a sect or a
religion. The book; very thoughtfully, analytically and elaborately
addresses social upliftment and world peace.

Based on his personal life and religious experiences, the author
has tried to meticulously cover all dimensions of religion, including
experiential, mythological, doctrinal, ethical, ritualistic and socio-
political in different chapters of the book and have attempted to
illustrate their impact on life during contemporary times. In fact, the
religion could become dysfunctional; if the growing disturbing issues
are overlooked. Religion is an essential medium to bring progress
and peace to humanity. Yet the situation could be made to turn
otherwise. It may lead to act as a force to divide the world, promote
hatred, originate conflict and become a political tool to rule and stay
in power. This has been a great concern of the author that such
situations may ultimately lead in undermining the core values of
religion and shake the humanistic foundations of religious
institutions. In this book author emphasised understanding and
practicing religion in its true spirit. Dogmatism, orthodoxy
superstition, communalism are main culprits. The linkages of power
politics to misuse of religion and corruption are hostile forces, which
attack the spirit and values of religion; thus creating a serious threat
and challenge to the functioning of the modern civil society.

As we analyze the prevailing conflicts, a disturbing pattern
becomes evident that the modern society is being led to the
misunderstanding the true spirit of religion. In fact, the social
cohesion is the primary purpose of religion. In view of the diverse
nature of the society and its needs, religion has always been a
churning process to extract peace and civility, and is dynamic.
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The act of social exclusion, creating barriers, discrimination
and undermining other religion have brought a variety of social and
economic disparities globally. As witnessed, the religion-based
violence is on the rise. A major part of the world is facing religious
conflict more than arms conflict.

Religious fundamentalism is a great threat to a progressive
world. We see globally, the religion has often been the motivation
for war than peace, and the situation is worsening on a continuous
basis and the world is not in peace and religious harmony.

It appears that the humanity is in moral ambiguity and needs
prevalence of true good sense and spirituality. To overcome the
dilemma what one should do? Since religion is well connected with
human life, the universalization of religion for common goal and
welfare of humanity is the only solution.

The author has brilliantly illustrated these issues in this book.
This is a praise worthy effort of the author during this time of
prevailing religious and spiritual crises.

In my view, an essential message the author attempts to convey
is this: May the people of all faiths work in a harmonious spirit of all
religions and transform the social, moral and physical issues
employing religion and spirituality as catalysts with the mission to
achieve prosperity and peaceful coexistence for all on this beautiful
planet of ours, the earth.

We pray for the welfare of entire universe;

Dr. ASHOK SINGH, Ph.D., P.Chem.
Professional Chemist, Alberta, Canada
4416-11A AV, NW Edmonton AB T6L 6M4
Ashok.s@telus.net

(780)463-5474

July 28, 2020
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“The sole meaning of life is to serve humanity by
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1.

With only coarse rice as meal and only plain water
as drink and only my arm as pillow, I still find joy in
midst of these conditions. Wealth and honour
acquired contrary to righteousness are to me like the
passing clouds.

Had Al T WHY AR AT g Gy doIT
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Consideration for others is the basis of a good life, a
good society.
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The superior sets a good example to his neighbors.
He is considerate to their feelings and property.
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Ask yourself constantly "What is the right thing to
do?"
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What you do not wish done to yourself, do not do to
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Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.
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Post-COVID, religion must be God-centred and
priest-free

Worship must be to spiritual life what breathing is to
physical life. Just as there are no middlemen in our breathing --
except the deadly middleman of pollution -- in the spiritual
breathing of worship too, there must be no middlemen.

We are living, said Pope Francis, not so much in an era of
change as in a change of era. The COVID-19 pandemic is a
watershed moment in history. The present disarray, destruction
and suffering are the birthing pangs of a new era. We hear the
footfalls of the departing gods fading behind us, even if we
don’t see the footprints of the incoming gods in front of us.

The brunt of this transition falls on religions because they
thrive on the past. All religions claim to be inheritors of exclu-
sive spiritual legacies, which they treat as closed systems. They
hold zealously to the letter and litter of it, even though the
world around them has changed beyond recognition. As a re-
sult, religions remain enclaves of regression in an ever-
changing world.

This results from the supremacy that religions attach to
“faith”. Faith is pitted against reason. Surely, this cannot be
faith in God; for God is Supreme Reason. It is faith in the reli-
gious establishment and its agendas. This specious faith is used
to suppress in human beings the divine attributes of love, truth,
justice and compassion. This goes against the grain of scrip-
tures. For that reason, the light of scriptures is kept hidden
from believers. Historically, it was the priestly class that ex-
alted faith above the attributes of God. This had the effect of
the dethroning of God.

Misusing faith, religious establishments and the priestly
class distorted religious culture and made the life of religious
communities centred not on God, but places of worship. To
hide the irrationality this entailed, they distorted the idea of
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God. Consequently, the omnipresent God became a local deity
who stays tamely confined within the narrow radius of priestly
interests and sleights of hand. God was turned into an alibi for
fragmenting humankind, and an excuse for spreading commu-
nal poison. God of love became God of hate. God of truth be-
came God of untruth. God of light became God of darkness.

It looks as though the COVID pandemic has come to
emancipate us from this subhuman religiosity. The virus has
freed us from our addiction to priestly potions in temples,
churches, and mosques. The fact that the rupture in people’s
addiction to places of worship is enabling many to recognise
the superfluity of priest-manipulated, temple-centred religios-
ity, is troubling the priestly class as a whole. It is now fairly
clear that religiosity of this kind was not for the sake of the
people, but people were being used for the profit of religious
establishments.

Unlike love, which is universal, faith is inherently paro-
chial. Faith is exclusive to religious groups. Zeal for one’s faith
breeds hate and hostility to the faiths of others. It is this naiveté
that custodians of religions breed and exploit to deadly effect.

The priestly class can be trusted to import their agenda
into the post-COVID era. It is in the interest of humanity that
they be not allowed to do this. A new age needs a new spiritual
vision. That vision has to be informed by the godly attributes of
love, truth, justice and compassion. The priestly class has no
use for these values. They are incompatible with priestly inter-
ests. The new world cannot live on their regressive menu from
the past. It is spirituality, not religion, that humankind in the
new world needs.

The virus has undermined every aspect of priest-driven
religiosity. Temples, mosques and churches are closed. Most
people do not miss them! The tinkling of coins is no longer
heard in sanctuaries, and that does not seem to upset gods. The
communal nexus between religion and politics stands para-
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lysed. Post-COVID, religion must be God-centred and priest-
free, unburdened with places of worship. Worship, free from
rituals, dogmas, deception and priestly hypocrisy, must nourish
life. Worship must be to spiritual life what breathing is to
physical life. Just as there are no middlemen in our breathing
— except the deadly middleman of pollution — in the spiritual
breathing of worship too, there must be no middlemen.

The emphasis must shift from salvation to social justice,
from piety to peace, from rituals to human development, from
divisive faith to universal love. Humanity must be free at last to
recognise the God of justice who has no favourites or special
agents.
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e =7El a9 B

BRI IE 3MGMd X U9 W P HAl I A8 A& Qo
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WG d A1 H ST o difdh I8 IIgdl 3MUe @I |
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qE A W Bl Siad S § 3R T # s # B ufae
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JMETe) H Ufafted &1 S9 TSR S 9EE & & A< oy
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R Yo T W@l e, o aEn |aeEd,
FAGY, STRETS FIRR TE Hed I & AT Ig g I@n
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JUN A B FIAR A DI AT BIAT § UG SHBI
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AT &1 FE SRV I IUANAEET TR ¥ 3= B
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qE W ST v Ag & WG H BT B, I8 WRA 9l
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AT BT UROMGTIS URSP e T |

39 UBR gH H AT Ihd Silad & fold IR
MR WR BFET @A | AT H NS FHIU, Told &RV,
T g Sfaarg Sril A7aielt &I geer T 8N | B S
I I, IR Ig A b SHBT WA I WAl o
ST B A IE ¥ifd 9 Sfufivard 21 9 9@ 9 gfaw ur
SRR 2| BH BR gW TT od 9 IR HER # Sl Bl g

IER T T4 IHD! BTSN dqrehd AR B ST |
PR &1 GR&A T8l § Rl NSl AT - DB I+
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goll § A1 g # war wedr 21 39 wifde AnEl g
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G 2| TRR SR 79 M9 # F-—1d @ a8 I3 g &
Td AP RIR G a8 WRY d Aolqd IR H B
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e I8 ¢ % 79 987 F9d © 3R 9gd Teal veHal © |
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AT € Td Y 9gaR Woll 3R T WM 9 ParawR &H
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% WER PRYdH Jc Ve © | JEI el WEEl g U ¢ |
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& I WoAIad I8 YOl o— 318 senie aen A fags
faeter Aamm | wrdvi oy 9| 39 9 iR W & &
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W gH BT T FHfa H IR PN @A IMAT T TG
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T 2| Afhd 9% B UEQ H Sleg 9 GSIP SUR HIA B |
W AE DI g3 VAT S el (YA BT wrIAdmdr o=
oSt S UTdRfde SHEEl Bl gAie BRI DI dold D
Hade PR D | Al Ig 81 N A1 9IS H xRl R A
Y T 81 %3 Siiat /Wl & ag[g BT odx B 3MMRAHT UaT
B SR B9 T9 @ B fb ®s witEl @ uonfadr ar
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3T R & b BAR I8 HBIGUT 9 UR R &I < |

Thall § T HRIRA R AsTd I8, gl
fAEmT s @1 TR AT &1 A8aqel FEEE 2 S
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ST e ¥ SWR (Beyond) & |

g e (Holistic Education) @ 3T=¥id  3MedTfoads,
A, difg® Td dSe 9 AR Uel W YR &M QR
IRFAE ARG T &1 dahd 7| e g, wfa, e,
fasmed, wren g aRT A god € U9 afe g 9
PIS T Al U8 HHAGIR I Al Silgd ¥ Irfde g& Bl Ui
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# T o O T4 dF KB A SIF 81 8 AHdT| W FAM
3T BT § 9 41, WR 9 HEIfd &I AIEdT &dl 2| g
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RGH BT FHY T AT B dIfe Wil N Bl I8 SIH SUSR
TPR IMUAT ST The I |

JT—TeT &l g fIearal & AT § ©WR g "8aR
FRT 89 WIAY AR §9Ihx fa%d &1 Heavl &R Adhd o,
ST {6 &R 99 @ HEM TOaRG 7 97 2 | 89 I8 I18 Gl
BT f5 B W9 Agw usd € | R, fiw, qued, g9
SIS 918 &1 9 HWI FA8 ®f 9 &, ol AR O I,
gdwit @ Refa, fava g Afa-—Rast & ao8 9w 2
9 SO |dg B 9Idl BT ST W Pl oA —aAT T8l © |
e g¥ AT AT BT B ® 9 8% AT H TS B URATHT B
3T © S MUY # ST BNl & |

31T 3R B MRAH & dr 8H 8 oiid H WIa &1 acd
SR BT B U4 &% Afdd d IR I BT are a8 bl
A1 ST T &9 &1 B, USRS gY S 1 AT {1 oy
BT B A8l <A | &I, SAARAAATE BT g TAlb g
IR 7T § —

I AT AU |
|d Y AT aar 7 Aoy | |
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S A WIS Pl WAER UReE] JRRud URARHT H
TEAT © IR FAFTAE URT WY URATHT DI UM H Q@
2, I8 B9 A W g W ZY N Ahal & ? g8
AET—HGH AU YR TY P S PAT B3 AT 1 A qID]
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e o P 3fae B ufdFar gRo 5y g 21 8, R
N # /B T W ¥ Ol qvgel €, R 9gd §o var ff @
S TRA A& © Ud SiaAeRT iR S &1 3R o S arel
g1 o BH O WiAw guRA & folg onlid &1 fade g
FEP[T ¥ FEIT BRI U SEH GAAM DI AIRAR T
aRRUfE & IR WEIHRe g gRade &A1 B8R | I8 |4
Al s & re—wre R | Ffffera s 8|

(3) FOTS, APGH, PIE-Hager T Gof

IS =TT # S WIS, ART—ARY, &9 T T BT gaial
B W&l B, Sdl YT rydral # ff 98 B 59 Wi @
RGBT AAGT & Wfd & & B! AR A 59 gaial H
PHT ST SRAY |

8 I8 A © [P AN Ud WRAR H U7 B 8
UG TR 9ed X SrUIfelel  YNAE ARl bl
FHMOG T4 Agayol Ul § WReg VAT Ui il & 6 &%
PIAME AU M9 Td dRSI BT YANT AT Bl ol g
H P T T B 39 BRI BH 39 ol ¥ g9 X8 Ud
o+ faarel B FRHIAT 9 IR ¥ Rl © 98] B
fooe™ & PR AT =R |

3 JAMEH FHE IR g ¥H UTel Y&l © b agf =g &
T4 IR el | $9 <1 BT IeT 31 Al =ararerd H ¥l
TTaT (Plaint) SRR &<+ A7 R STard qrar (Written statement)
TS B3 R B Bl WHhAT © | W 9T IS © b 98] < Bl
BAT ST SRR WR WSl B A9 Sifae d fHerar el § |

TR ¥ H qoAd # FRIUfdl (Executive) H3 R
Bfe Td faarerys AMal § Ao o9 9 g9l Aok T §
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feer W UdiaT IR BT SR BRI IRT T B Fhdl
g TIRg G & UREd B arell ArHIIe Uffshar vd 9|
fofr @ =fae fada=r wd e (Judicial scrutiny and
review) &1 Gedl ¥ HHAT B Bl 9 BRIUMABT H HA
BIAT o 37 &7 8 | <rguiferdst # +f Srsar &1 e TesT
BT ¢ R S drduiferdT & 8 BeH Bl qd Bl Aok A
TET @ eEBHAl gl fAefia B8 @ 2w Rafa
FRiUTferaT Td grrferdl & forw & 8l afed TR <0 &
forg +ff fomaro® B 1

9 99T W YR & Soaad el & Hdiega Ua
qB[ = IRIERT 51 AR dBIC! &1 A% 02.06.2020
B SEIT-TRIUE” AR U H TSI og &l A U7
# I BT AT |

R 3 79 # I8 far uau & gu f=fafaa
faaRoT &7 gF I1 IRAT W FT R 7, AT IMUd! A el
2| 39 W H BAN Al © fd ARIRUT AME @ Sl
FryuferdT  (Legislative &  Executive) 3R FI@HRemel
(Bureaucracy) §RT ford I argferd Aoial (Verdicts) &7 gm@
A a1 & TSRS a1 dDhfde= 8 FhdT & fa-r & iR
IR & A R fFY I Fadr I—s gRen | I8 R

TR B

“......An error committed by the legislature or executive
is capable of being corrected either by themselves or by the
Judiciary in the exercise of its power of judicial review. But an
error in a judicial order, howsoever grave it may be, may not
be capable of being corrected with that ease.

Several well-known instances from the past two decades
show some judicial commands have created a lot of confusion
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and misunderstanding and also resulted in slowing down the
normal process of governance. Most competent, knowledgeable
and bold officials who would have come up with innovative
ideas to salvage an unusual situation are hesitant to act for the
fear of being called upon to explain their action or inaction
before the judiciary after many years, when memory and evi-
dence have faded away.

Having been associated post-retirement with some gov-
ernmental committees and having got an opportunity of seeing
the working of the public functionaries from inside, I can say
with confidence that generally, the high officials of the gov-
ernment are conscientious, competent and go deep into the
matter before planning the policies and taking decisions. The
three wings of governance ought to trust each other and should
not begin with the assumption that the other wing of govern-
ance must have faltered.

eee .. My experience as a member of the subordinate judi-
ciary and later, as a member of the higher judiciary, has made
me learn that too much judicial activism may turn out to be
counter-productive. It may obstruct the normal functioning of
the executive and divert the attention of public officials to col-
lecting material for being placed before the court, drafting the
pleadings and affidavits, briefing the government advocates
(sometimes personal presence in the courts), ............ Faced
with notice of the court, the executive may feel compelled to
alter its well-thought-out priorities, resulting in imbalance.”

S AR & Sad oG B IR U8 ' b =f¥ie e
AT ¥ dl 8l Bl B A & S¥HI H VA by AHA
T@ B el § RFH IRITe & 3wl | 9gd 99 Ud
TATHEHT Bell B AR A9 ATAT YoTell &I I i o<t 2|



3fedar a1 87
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(Innovative ideas) ¥ IATANT BIAAl H HATST B SAR Hbd
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JHT Y8 U ARG ATBIRAT B BRI Bl x|
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FRA ga Yd (v o & 9d AWel @ 98 # oa 8| gafery
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£ BT & ATAR RIS & Fael Ud SeawiR R
FH T D K S IE A T Erem @l
aifasfshaar ufdasdt (Counter productive) 3R ST Hahdll o |
IE HIIUIIRT & ATHNT BB | gl STl Al & 3N
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T WRBN ahial 9 fAem, Ry # afdid w9 9
SR BF, MGTedl & |- G¥Tdo] U &R+, Toflel 3MR
TABAM & HElR GIR BIA X8 W BRIl 0
gfaariRa wrerffearsii (Well thought out priorities) &I gaer
Tg AR B A&l & Rd alRomd srager 8N |

70 [’ URERI & I8 ISIR BARI GAM WA
AR P YOI ARAT B UG B B, Ik o AP g
Il H gR 81 BT I db g THRR © FHEN B

foTq =maTery @1 SR <@ 9gd fadeget gdhid T8t B |
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